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TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

OPTICAL RECORDING MEDIUM, DATA RECORDING OR REPRODUCING APPARATUS 
AND DATA RECORDING OR REPRODUCING METHOD USED BY THE DATA RECORDING 

OR REPRODUCING APPARATUS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the benefit of Korean Application Nos. 2001-21520, filed April 
20, 2001 and 2001-40897, filed July 9, 2001, in the Korean Industrial Property Office, the 
disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. This application also claims the 
benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/284,881 , filed on April 20, 2001 . 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to an error correction method and apparatus thereof, 
and more particularly, to an optical recording medium, a data recording or reproducing 
apparatus, and a data recording or reproducing method used by the data recording or 
reproducing apparatus, which are capable of recording high density data. 

Description of the Related Art 

[0003] Digital broadcasting is achieving common use throughout the world. However, current 
digital versatile discs (DVDs) have a capacity of 4.7-10 gigabytes, and thus a two-hour movie 
(about 25 gigabytes) received via digital broadcasting cannot be recorded on a DVD disc. As a 
result, a high density recording medium to record a digital broadcast having the size of a movie 
is required. 

[0004] A method to increase recording density is to reduce the size of a laser beam used in 
recording/reading data. The smaller the radius of the laser beam, the more densely information 
tracks on which data is recorded can be formed, thereby increasing recording density. 
However, if only the radius of the laser beam is decreased, the quantity of the light used in 
recording/reading data is also reduced, thereby increasing the effect of damage or dust on the 
surface of the disc. That is, an error generation rate when recording/reading data is increased. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
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[0005] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide an optical recording 
medium, a data recording apparatus, and a data recording method used by the data recording 
apparatus, which have higher error correction rates when recording/reading data. 

[0006] It is another object of the present invention to provide an optical recording medium, a 
data recording apparatus, and .a data recording method used by the data recording apparatus, 
which are compatible with the format of a conventional digital versatile disc (DVD) and have 
higher error correction rates. 

[0007] Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be set forth in part in the 
description which follows and, in part, will be obvious from the description, or may be learned by 
practice of the invention. 

[0008] The foregoing objects of the present invention are achieved by providing a method to 
record data on an optical disc. The method includes (a) dividing each of a plurality of error 
correction code (ECC) blocks into a plurality of partitions, and (b) interleaving data from the 
partitions so that each of the ECC blocks is alternately and equally selected to generate a 
recording block. 

[0009] The method further includes (c) rearranging the generated recording block to 
generate a new recording block, and the generated recording block is rearranged on a sector 
basis to generate the new recording block. Still further, the method includes (d) modulating the 
generated recording block, and (e) recording the modulated recording block. 

[0010] The dividing (a) includes (a11) dividing each of the ECC blocks in a column direction 
by a predetermined number of bytes into object blocks, and (a12) dividing each of the object 
blocks in at least one direction of a row direction and the column direction by the predetermined 
number of bytes to generate the plurality of partitions. The interleaving (b) is performed with the 
same algorithm in all units of the object blocks. 

[0011] The dividing (a) also includes (a21) obtaining a common divisor d for N1 and N2 
when the size of the ECC blocks is N1xN2 bytes, (a22) dividing each of the ECC blocks into 
units of d bytes in the column direction to generate a number N2/d of object blocks, and (a23) 
dividing each of the object blocks generated by the dividing (a22) into d portions in the column 
and row directions to generate d x d partitions. 

[0012] The foregoing objects of the present invention are also achieved by providing a 



1293.1215 

method to record data on an optical disc. The method includes (a) dividing each of two error 
correction code (ECC) blocks in row and column directions to generate a plurality of partitions, 
and (b) interleaving data from the partitions so that each of the ECC blocks is alternately and 
equally selected to generate a recording block. 

[0013] The data of the partitions is interleaved such that 2 x N2 row-code words are included 
in the block obtained after interleaving the data, and the ECC blocks have row-code words (N1, 
k1), and column-code words (N2, k2), and the block including 2 x N2 row-code words is 
converted to generate a recording block which includes a main data region of 2 x (N2-k2) bytes 
and an outer parity region of 2 x k2 bytes, wherein N1 and N2 indicate lengths of the row and 
column code words, respectively, and k1 and k2 indicate the numbers of parities, respectively. 

[0014] The foregoing objects of the present invention are also achieved by providing an 
apparatus to record data on an optical disc. The apparatus includes an error correction code 
(ECC) encoder to generate a plurality of ECC blocks in which main data is recorded, and an 
interleaver including a partitioning portion to divide each of the generated ECC blocks by a first 
unit in a row direction and by a second unit in a column direction to generate a plurality of 
partitions, a data extracting portion to alternately extract data of the partitions from each of the 
ECC blocks, and a recording block generating portion to interleave the extracted data and 
generate a recording block. The apparatus further includes a modulating part to modulate the 
generated recording block, and a recording part to record the modulated recording block. 

[001 5] The partitioning portion divides each of the ECC blocks in the column direction by a 
predetermined number of bytes and divides each of the ECC blocks in the row direction by the 
predetermined number of bytes to generate a plurality of partitions, and the recording block 
generating portion sequentially interleaves the extracted data to generate a recording block, and 
the partitioning portion obtains a common divisor d for N1 and N2 wherein the size of the ECC 
blocks is N1xN2 bytes, and then divides each of the ECC blocks by a unit of d bytes in the 
column direction to generate a plurality of object blocks, and then divides each of the object 
blocks into a number d of portions in the column and row directions to generate d x d partitions. 

[0016] The foregoing objects of the present invention are also achieved by providing an 
apparatus to record data on an optical disc. The apparatus includes an error correction code 
(ECC) encoder to generate two error correction code ECC blocks, and an interleaver to divide 
each of the two generated ECC blocks by a first unit in a row direction and by a second unit in a 
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column direction to generate a plurality of partitions, alternately extract data of the plurality of 
partitions from each of the ECC blocks, and interleave the extracted data and to generate a 
recording block. The apparatus further includes a modulating part to modulate the generated 
recording block, and a recording part to record the modulated recording block. 

[0017] The interleaver divides each of the ECC blocks in the column direction by a 
predetermined number of bytes to generate a plurality of object blocks and divides each of the 
object blocks in the column and row directions by the predetermined number of bytes to 
generate a plurality of partitions. The interleaver also obtains a common divisor d for N1 and N2 
when the size of the ECC blocks is N1xN2 bytes, and then divides each of the ECC blocks by a 
unit of d bytes in the column direction to generate a plurality of object blocks, and then divides 
each of the object blocks into d portions in the column and row directions to generate d x d 
partitions. The data of the partitions is interleaved such that 2 x N2 row-code words are 
included in the block obtained after interleaving the data, and the ECC encoder generates the 
ECC blocks having row-code words (N1, k1), and column-code words (N2, k2), and the 
interleaver converts a block including 2 x N2 row-code words to generate a recording block 
which includes a main data region of 2 x (N2-k2) bytes and an outer parity region of 2 x k2 
bytes. 

[0018] The foregoing objects of the present invention are also achieved by providing an 
optical recording medium containing data included in one or more recording blocks. Here, the 
data from partitions of a plurality of ECC blocks is interleaved in the recording blocks. 
Particularly, the data from the partitions is interleaved so that each of the ECC blocks is 
alternately and equally selected. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] These and other objects and advantages of the invention will become apparent and 
more readily appreciated from the following description of the preferred embodiments, taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings of which: 

FIGS. 1 A and 1 B are block diagrams of a data recording apparatus according to the 
present invention; 

FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate the format of error correction code (ECC) blocks which are 
interleaved according to the present invention; 

FIG. 3 illustrates the format of a block generated by the interleaving of FIG. 2; 
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FIG. 4 illustrates numbers which are allocated to N1/d bytes of data belonging to a 
partition 1_1 of the object block a of FIG. 2B; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a recording block rearranged on the basis of the block of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 6 is an example of the ECC blocks A and B of FIGS. 2A and 2B; 

FIG. 7 illustrates the format of the block generated by the interleaving of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 8 illustrates a recording block rearranged on the basis of the blocks of FIG. 6; 

FIG. 9 illustrates the largest error that can be corrected by error correction according to 
the present invention; and 

FIGS. 10A and 10B are block diagrams of a data reproducing apparatus according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0020] Reference will now be made in detail to the present preferred embodiments of the 
present invention, examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein like 
reference numerals refer to like elements throughout. 

[0021] FIGS. 1 A and 1 B are block diagrams of a data recording apparatus according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. Referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B, the data recording 
apparatus includes an error correction code (ECC) encoding part 1, a modulating part 3, and a 
recording part 5. The ECC encoding part 1 includes an ECC encoder 11 and an interleaver 12. 
The interleaver 12 includes a partitioning portion 121, a data extracting portion 122, and a 
recording block generating portion 123. 

[0022] The ECC encoder 1 1 encodes main data with an error correction code (ECC) to 
generate an ECC block. The interleaver 12 interleaves the ECC-encoded main data according 
to the present invention and generates a recording block. Interleaving is a method of 
distributing main data in ECC blocks on an optical disc. This method increases error correction 
efficiency, and can even correct a burst error . 

[0023] In order to perform interleaving, the partitioning portion 121 divides each of the 
generated ECC blocks in a row direction and a column direction to generate a plurality of 
partitions. The data extracting portion 122 alternately extracts the data of the partitions from 
each of the ECC blocks so that each of the ECC blocks is alternately and equally selected. For 
example, a number N of ECC blocks may be selected in the order of 1, 2, 3, . . . , N-1, N. The 
recording block generating portion 123 interleaves the extracted data to generate a recording 
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[0024] The modulating part 3 modulates the recording block generated by the ECC encoding 
part 1 according to a predetermined modulating method. The modulating method used in this 
embodiment is eight to fourteen modulation plus (EFM+), that is, a method to modulate each 
byte of the recording block data into a 16 bit code word. The recording part 5 records the 
modulated recording block on an optical disc 100. When recording the modulated recording 
block on the optical disc 100, a channel bit pulse stream is recorded. A modulated bit stream is 
converted into the channel bit pulse stream by non return to zero inversion (NRZI) coding. 
Here, various converting methods to record the channel bit pulse stream can also be used. 

[0025] FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate the format of ECC blocks which are interleaved according 
to the present invention. Referring to FIG. 2A, each of ECC blocks A and B comprises N1 
bytes of data in a row direction, and N2 bytes of data in a column direction. Row-code words 
comprising main data and an inner parity are arranged in a row direction. Here, a 
predetermined number of row-code words comprise one sector. Therefore, at least one sector 
is arranged in a column direction, and row-code words having an identifier ID are included in 
each sector. 

[0026] The row-code words can be obtained by Reed-Solomon Product coding. That is, 
each row is an RS(N1 , m, p) code. Here, N1 is the total size of the code words, m is the size of 
the main data, and p is the number of parity bits plus one bit. Since Reed-Solomon Product 
coding is good at correcting multi-errors and is used in digital versatile discs (DVD), Reed- 
Solomon Product coding is selected for compatibility with DVDs. However, the coding method 
used can be changed when needed. Similarly, the size of the ECC blocks and the number of 
bytes allocated to the parity can be changed. The identifier ID and a parity for error detection 
EDC are included in each sector. The address of the main data included in the corresponding 
sector is recorded in the identifier ID. Thus, the main data can be searched by the identifier ID. 

[0027] Interleaving to generate a recording block according to the present invention is 
performed as follows. As shown in FIG. 2A, first, each of the ECC blocks A and B is divided by 
a unit of d rows in a column direction. Here, d is a common divisor for N1 and N2. Blocks 
which are obtained by dividing by a unit of d rows in a column direction are referred to as object 
blocks shown in FIG. 2B. Interleaving according to this embodiment of the present invention is 
repeatedly performed by a unit of two object blocks a and b (shown in FIG. 2B), which belong 
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to the ECC blocks A and B, respectively. 

[0028] Referring to FIG. 2B, the object blocks a and b are divided into units of 1 byte in the 
column direction and are divided into units of d bytes in the row direction. As a result, each of 
the object blocks a and b is divided into d x d partitions, giving a total of 2 x d x d partitions 
between objects blocks a and b. Following along lines 1-4 and line d in the lower portion of FIG. 
2B, these partitions are 1 J, 1_2, . . . , 1_2 xd, 2_1, 2_2, . . . ,2_2xd, . . . ,dj,d_2 f . . 
and d_2 xd. 

[0029] There are N1/d bytes of data in the partitions such as 1_1 , 1_2,. . . , 1_2 x d, 2 J , 
2_2, . . . , 2_2 x d, . . . , d_1 , d_2, . . . , and d_2 x d, which are finally obtained. 

[0030] Next, data is extracted from the partitions in numerical order. That is, first, data is 
extracted from the partition 1_1 , second, from the partition 1__2, . . . , and (2 x d) th , from the 
partition 1_2 x d. Again, (2 x d +1) th , data is extracted from the partition 1_1 , and (2 x d +2) th , 
from the partition 1__2, . . . , and (2 x d +2 x d) th , from the partition 1_2 x d. In this order, all 
data is extracted from the partitions 1_J, 1_2, . . . , 1_2 x d, and then, data is alternately 
extracted from the partitions 2_1 , 2_2, . . . , 2_2 x d. The above procedure is performed 
repeatedly in units of object blocks. The recording block generated as a result of performing the 
above procedure is shown in FIG. 3. 

[0031] Referring to FIG. 3, the recording block generated according to FIGS. 2A and 2B is 
comprised of main data of a 2 x (N2-k2) row size and an outer parity of a 2 x k2 row size. The 
numbers recorded in the row direction of the recording block represent serial numbers which are 
allocated to bytes of data existing in each of the partitions. That is, if interleaving is performed, 
as described with reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B, bytes of data is arranged in the order shown 
in FIG. 3. The generated block can be rearranged on the basis of a sector of 2KB. 

[0032] Meanwhile, for simplification, a method to number serial numbers of the object blocks 
a and b will now be described. Since there are N1/d bytes of data in each of the partitions of the 
object blocks a and b, the following serial numbers are allocated to each of the partitions of the 
object blocks a and b. 

[0033] Partition N1/d of numbers having 1 as a remainder divided by 2 x d among 
numbers 1_2 x N1, are sequentially arranged. 

[0034] Partition 1_2: N1/d of numbers having 2 as a remainder divided by 2 x d among 
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numbers of 1_2 x N1, are sequentially arranged. 

[0035] Partition 1_2 x d: N1/d of numbers having 0 as a remainder divided by 2 x d among 
numbers 1_2 x N1 , are sequentially arranged. 

[0036] Partition 2_1 : N1/d of numbers having 1 as a remainder divided by 2 x d among 
numbers 2 x N1+1_2 x N1+2 x N1, are sequentially arranged 

[0037] Partition 2_2: N1/d of numbers having 2 as a remainder divided by 2 x d among 
numbers 2 x N1+1_2 x N1+2 x N1, are sequentially arranged. 

[0038] Partition 2_2 x d: N1/d of numbers having 0 as a remainder divided by 2 x d among 
numbers 2 x N1+1_2 x N1+2 x N1, are sequentially arranged. 

[0039] Partition d Jl : N1/d of numbers having 1 as a remainder divided by 2 x d among 
numbers (d -1) x 2 x N1+1_d x 2 x N1, are sequentially arranged. 

[0040] Partition d_2: N1/d of numbers having 2 as a remainder divided by 2 x d among 
numbers (d -1) x 2 x N1+1_d x 2 x N1, are sequentially arranged. 

[0041] Partition d__2 x d: N1/d of numbers having 0 as a remainder divided by 2 x d among 
numbers (d -1) x 2 x N1+1_d x 2 x N1 , are sequentially arranged. 

[0042] This is generalized as follows: 

[0043] m_n: N1/d of numbers having n as a remainder divided by 2 x d among numbers (m- 
1) x 2 x N1+1 jn x 2 x N1 , are sequentially arranged. 

[0044] Referring to FIG. 4, for example, numbers such as 1, 1+2d, 1+4d, . . . , 1+2N1-4d, 
and 1+2N1-2d, are sequentially allocated to N1/d bytes of data belonging to the partition 1_1. 
That is, there are N1/d bytes of data in the partition 1_1 , 1 is allocated to a first byte of the N1/d 
bytes of data, 1+2d to a second byte of the N1/d bytes of data, 1+4d to a third byte of the N1/d 
bytes of data, . . . , 1+2N1-4d to a {(N1/d)-1} th byte of the N1/d bytes of data, and 1+2N1-2d to 
a (N1/d) th byte of the Nl/d bytes of data. 

[0045] FIG. 5 illustrates a recording block rearranged on the basis of the block of FIG. 3. 
Referring to FIG. 5, 2 x (N2-k2)/ 32 rows are extracted from the block of FIG. 3, and arranged, 
and 2 x k2/32 rows are extracted from the outer parity and arranged, thereby forming one 
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sector. The number of sectors generated by the above procedure totals 32 . 32 sectors are 
formed because one error correction code (ECC) block in DVDs is comprised of 16 sectors, 
thus, there is DVD compatibility. The range of a burst error correction which can be corrected 
by Reed-Solomon Product codes in conventional DVDs is 16 rows x 182 bytes + 10 bytes, that 
is, 2,922 bytes. 

[0046] FIG. 6 is an example of the ECC blocks A and B in which N1=182 bytes, N2=208 
bytes, and d=2. In this case, the recording block according to the present invention is 
generated by interleaving, as described below. 

[0047] First, each of the ECC blocks A and B is divided into object blocks in a unit of 2 rows 
in a row direction. As a result, a total of eight partitions such as (D, ®, ®, (4), ®, ®, ®, and 
®, exist in the object blocks a and b. Next, first data is extracted from the partition CD, second 
data is extracted from the partition ®, third data is extracted from the partition ®, and fourth 
data is extracted from the partition ®. Then, fifth data is extracted from the partition (D, sixth 
data is extracted from the partition ®, seventh data is extracted from the partition ®, and eighth 
data is extracted from the partition ®. In this way, after extracting all data from the partitions ®, 
®, ®, and ®, data is alternately extracted from the partitions ®, ®, ®, and ®. The above 
procedure is performed repeatedly in a unit of 2 rows. The recording block generated as a 
result of performing the above procedure is shown in FIG. 7. 

[0048] Referring to FIG. 7, the recording block generated according to FIG. 6 is comprised 
of 384 rows of data and an outer parity of 32 rows. Numbers shown in FIG. 7 represent serial 
numbers which are allocated to bytes of data, as described with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4. 
The generated recording block can then be rearranged on a sector basis. 

[0049] FIG. 8 illustrates a recording block rearranged on the basis of the block of FIG. 7. 
Referring to FIG. 8, 12 rows are extracted from a main data region included in the block of FIG. 
7 and arranged, and 1 row is extracted from the outer parity region and arranged, thereby 
forming one sector. The number of sectors generated by the above procedure is 32 in total. 
Since one error correction code (ECC) block in the DVD is comprised of 16 sectors, there is 
compatibility with DVDs. 

[0050] FIG. 9 illustrates the largest error that can be corrected by error correction according 
to the present invention. For example, the largest error that can be corrected by error correction 
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used in RS(182, 172, 1 1) x RS(208, 192, 17) is decided as below. Referring to FIG. 9, in a first 
case, errors occur in 31 consecutive rows and errors of 20 bytes occur in both the beginning 
and end of the 31 consecutive rows, totaling an error of 40 bytes, an outer parity of 3 rows of the 
errors is converted into an error of 2 rows in the recording block obtained by interleaving 
according to the present invention, and the main data of 28 rows of the errors is converted into 
an error of 14 rows in the recording block obtained by interleaving. Thus, in total, a code of 16 
rows can be corrected by the outer parity. Also, since the error of 20 bytes occurring at the 
beginning of the 31 rows results in an error of 2 rows, each row comprising an error of 5 bytes in 
each of the recording blocks a and b, the error of 20 bytes can be corrected by the inner parity. 
Also, the error of 20 bytes occurring at the end of the 31 rows results in an error of 2 rows, each 
row comprising an error of 5 bytes in each of the recording blocks a and b, and thus can also be 
corrected by the inner parity. Thus, in total, 182 bytes x 31 + 40 bytes = 5, 682 bytes are 
corrected. 

[0051] In this way, according to this embodiment of the present invention, interleaving with 
blocks is performed using two conventional ECC blocks, and interleaving with code words in 
each block is performed to generate the recording block. As a result, the burst error is 
distributed into two regions, and the correction ability of the inner parity by interleaving with code 
words is quadrupled. 

[0052] Although the above method of interleaving was described with respect to two blocks, 
this method can be applied to greater than two ECC blocks. That is, a common divisor between 
the more than two ECC blocks is obtained, and then, each ECC block is divided into a plurality 
of partitions on the basis of the row of the obtained common divisor. Next, a part of the data, 
which is included in the divided plurality of partitions, is extracted from the partitions, thereby 
interleaving the data. The extraction of the data is performed so that each ECC block is 
alternately and equally selected. The recording block obtained by interleaving can then be 
consecutively recorded or can then be rearranged on a sector basis. 

[0053] FIGS. 1 0A and 1 0B are block diagrams of a data reproducing apparatus according to 
the present invention. Referring to FIG. 10A, the data reproducing apparatus includes a 
reading part 213, a demodulating part 212, and an ECC decoding part 211. The reading part 
213 reads data from an optical disc 900 on which data is recorded. The demodulating part 212 
demodulates the read data. The demodulating method used depends on the modulating 
method. 
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[0054] The ECC decoding part 21 1 ECC-decodes the demodulated data, that is, a recording 
block. More specifically, referring to FIG. 10B, the ECC decoding part 211 includes a 
deinterleaver 111 and an ECC decoder 112. The deinterleaver 111 deinterleaves the recording 
block in the order reverse to the interleaver 12 of FIG. 1 B to generate a plurality of ECC blocks. 
The ECC decoder 112 decodes the demodulated data into main data with an ECC, which is 
used in the generated ECC block, and outputs the main data. 

[0055] As described above, according to the present invention, the optical recording medium, 
the data recording or reproducing apparatus, and the data recording or reproducing method 
used by the recording or reproducing apparatus, are compatible with the format of a 
conventional digital versatile disc (DVD) and have higher error correction rates. 

[0056] Although a few preferred embodiments of the present invention have been shown and 
described, it will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that changes may be made in these 
embodiments without departing from the principles and spirit of the invention, the scope of 
which is defined in the claims and their equivalents. 
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